How to Write a Recount


1. First determine whether it is a Factual or a Personal Recount.  Factual Recounts are written in the 3rd person (he, she, it, they). Personal Recounts are written in the first person (I, we). In History topics we use Factual Historical Recounts
2. Determine the structure of your Recount: Orientation, Events, Re-orientation (See more on Structure below).
3. Plan by thinking 'Who? What? When? And Why?'
4. Since a recount is a retelling of something that has happened it is written in the past tense
5. Start with an Orientation paragraph that informs the reader about the content of the recount.
6. Recount events that focus on a specific persons, places or events in chronological order (ie. in the order they occured). (Drawing a flow chart may help you to help sequence events)
7. The events form the body of your text. Each paragraph should relate to a particular point. Begin paragraphs with a topic sentence or point. Use the P.E.E.L. technique to write your paragraphs (Point, Explanation, Examples/Evidence, Link).
8. Recount only the events that are significant or relevant to the task.
9. Use connectives or transition words that signal sequence of time, e.g. then, next, after, meanwhile, finally etc. (See my Writing Tips page for a full list of transition words)
10. In your summary end with a Re-orientation and a closing statement that evaluates the events.
11. Edit your first draft and use spell check.
12. Have someone else edit your second draft.
13. [bookmark: _GoBack][image: Sample recount.PNG]Make sure you include your Bibliography which includes your primary and secondary sources.
See Factual Recount example below
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sample Answer - The Gallipoli Campaign }— e

Gallpoi was one of the Al greatet disasters in World War Ore. The campaign was th frst |

Orentation—
ntroduetion nforms

mfor bttle undertaken inthe wr by the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (Angacs). It~ th reader sbout the

s often considered to mark the birt of nationslconsciousness in both of these countries.

When the Ottoman Empie joined the central powers in October 1914, they cut off Russia's
access o the Mediterranean via the Dardanele Straghts This meant they could not receive
any supplies via this route, incuding ilary supplies. The Brish devised 2 plan to capture
Constantinople and force the Ottomans (Turkey) ut of the war. This would also open up 3 sea
Foute 0 supply Russa with troops and arms o assistthe Aled campaigns on the Eatern and
Western Fronts which were ot faring well

“Ths Biish and French naval attack ook place in February and March 1315 but faled and it
was decided that the navy should withdraw and an attempt would be made by Alied ground
forces. They plamne to sttack the Turks aver land in rder toseze Constantinople. Austraian
solders who were en rout tofight n the Western Front i France were redrected instead to
the Galliol Peninsul.

“The irst Gallplilanding took place on 25 Aprl 1915 3t .15 am. The Aled forces included
Anzac, Brtsh and French regiments. The campaign did not begin well. The fald naval attack
i February and March had alrted the Turkish foces to the likelinood of  land attack. This
allowed them six weeks to i trenches, ay mines, bringin extra traops and armaments and
establs themselves o the high lf top. Alsothe Anzacs landed on the wrong beach and the
various battalions became separated causig mass confusion.

“The area had oy 3 small each front which was met with steep cfs. The Turkish forces
began a barrage of Aillery and machine gun ie. By ightfall of the it day,the Anzacs had
aduanced only 500 metres butat  cos of bout 2000 casuates. All the men could do was to
“dig i o protect themselves from machine gun fire. This area was home to the Anzacs for
eight months and became known as Anzac Cove.

The men faced great hardship during this campaign. Not only were they bombarded with
constant shellng and machine gun fir, there was never enough dean drinking water and food
was plain and carce. The cimate was hot insummer and cod in winter. There was 3 lizzard
i eary December and men died due o exposure. Men alsosuffred fostbit and many had
0 have toes and feet amputsted. The trenches were unhygienic which led to dysentery and
other diseases. The men also had to contend with plgues ofras and fis.

The campaign soon became a deadiock and in August the British decided to try 3 new tactc.
The Anzac troops were to attack the Turkih strongholds at Lone Pine and The Nek. The Anzacs
succeeded in taking Lone Pine but at 3 huge cost to both sdes. Over four days the Anzacs
suffered 2300 casuahties. The attack at The Nek was even worse. Four waves of suicidal
charges by the rd Light Horse Brigade went ‘over the tog't0attackthe Turkishtrenches, This
attack faled malnly because Alled prliminary arilery sheling ceased seven minutes too
early which allowed the Turks time to prepare for an assaut. In 3 forty-ive minute period,
there were 372 casualies amon the Light Horse.

fter these faiures it was soon decded that evacustion was the only sherative. The
evacuation was the most successful par of the campaign with the loss of oy two ves. All
‘Anzac troops were ll finaly evacuated by 20 December after eight morths at Anzac Cov.

Even though the Galipoli Campsign was 2 miltary disster for the Alles and 3 resounding.

success for the Ottomans, the Austraian and New Zesiand Army Corps became 3 legend.
Gallpoi has become such an important part of Australin culture that we continue o
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commemorate Anzac Day on the 25th o Aprl each year.




